
 

 

 
Appendix 3: Cumbria County Council’s Representations to the Copeland Local 
Plan (2021- 2038) Publication Draft Consultation 
Comments of Members of Cumbria County Council’s Local Committee for 
Copeland  
 
Local Members were given a presentation on 14 February 2022 which outlined 
Cumbria County Council’s draft representations to the Copeland Local Plan (2021- 
2038) Publication Draft Consultation.  
 
The following Local Members attended the presentation:  

Councillor Division 

Michael Hawkins Mirehouse  

Keith Hitchen (Chair) Millom Without 

Frank Morgan Cleator Moor West 

David Southward  Egremont 

Paul Turner Gosforth 

Chris Whiteside  Egremont North and St Bees 

Emma Williamson Kells and Sandwith 

Doug Wilson (Vice Chair)  Millom 

 
A summary of Local Members comments is provided below. The summary of 
comments was agreed by Copeland Local Committee on 22 March 2022.  
 

• The consultation material needs to be user friendly. The information on the 
website is complex and not easy to understand, which doesn’t encourage the 
public to respond.   

• There was general support that the development of the Local Plan is 
progressing. The implications of Copeland Borough Council not having an up 
to date Local Plan (and lack of an Infrastructure Delivery Plan) has had 
consequences for Cumbria County Council and for the local population.  It was 
acknowledged that a significant amount of resource is required to develop a 
Local Plan but the lack of one in place has meant that it is sometimes been 
difficult to refuse unsuitable development.   

• Developers need to provide play park facilities for large residential sites and 
funding for maintenance. 

• Members raised concern that the Infrastructure Delivery Plan and Viability 
Assessment were not included at the start of the consultation process. 

• Members stressed that whilst supportive of growth the impact on the Local 
Transport network needs to be carefully considered. 

• Support for Phase 3 at Leconfield was given but the highway impacts will need 
to be properly considered. 

• Copeland Borough Council need to take into account the Local Government 
Reform in relation to the programme for adopting the Local Plan,  

• Members commented that the Whitehaven Relief Road is important to the 
economy of Cumbria and Copeland. The need and case for the investment 
needs to be better explained within the Local Plan.  Members stated that 
Copeland Borough Council should also consider safeguarding the route and 
work with National Highways to do this.   



 

 

• As service and infrastructure provider, Cumbria County Council need to clearly 
express what infrastructure is needed to allow development to proceed so that 
CBC can properly secure contributions for education, highways and flood and 
drainage infrastructure.  

• Members were advised that Education is not currently dealt with in the Local 
Plan /Infrastructure Delivery Plan but the current draft provides a commitment 
to work with the County Council to develop a joint position paper prior to the 
submission of the plan to the planning inspectorate.   

• Members commented on the importance of ensuring that there is education 
capacity in the right location, there are examples of families with 3 children who 
attend 3 different schools, this doesn’t build a sense of place or social cohesion.  

• It was suggested that stronger linkages need to be made with the emerging 
Whitehaven LCWIP.  

• Members raised a general concerns that developers are getting the opportunity 
to build houses and make a profit but no investment is being returned to the 
local community.  

• Members commented that there is a need to strike right balance between being 
able to retain young people but then not putting too much of a strain on existing 
services and assets. 

• Members asked if the Spatial Frameworks for the three Key Service Centres 
were referred to in Local Plan. It was explained that they are referred to as 
being draft and not yet adopted.  The County Council’s position is that before 
they are adopted a review is required to ensure that any further assessment 
which has been done to inform the preparation of the Local Plan has been 
considered.    
 

 
 
 
 
 


